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also known. By means of it "people without a conscience tried
to enrich themselves at the expense of others." Borneo camphor
was also highly prized.

Of minor importance are perfumes obtained outside of India,
such as orris root, wormseed and patchouli leaves.

Of animal perfumes ambra, civet and musk are mentioned.

During the period under consideration all endeavors were
directed toward the artificial preparation of gold. As a result
there were more adepts during the 17. century than during the
two previous centuries. Many courts, suffering from want of
money, became the fruitful fields cultivated by the adepts of the
spagyric art. Of these, only very few attained practical results
of any kind, as did, e.g., the alchemist Bcettger (born 1685,
died 1719) who discovered the art of making porcelain. Chemically
this poverty stricken century accomplished but little. Princes,
scholars, physicians, indeed members of all classes of educated
society were open or secret adherents and believers in the trans-
mutation of the metals.

These endeavors which forced into the background all true
chemical research, appear likewise to have caused a prolonged
stagnation in the art of distillation. During the 17. century it
was practiced only by a few experimenters far away from the
turmoil of war that raged on German soil. Among these should
be mentioned in particular ]oh. Baptista van Helmont in Brussels
(born 1577, died 1644), Johann Rudolf Glauber in Amsterdam
(born 1604, died 1668), Nicolas Lemery in Paris (born 1645,
died 1715), and Wilhelm Homberg in Paris (born 1652, died 1715).

During this period the practice was introduced of adding
salts, such as common salt, potash, alum, and tartar to the
water in the still. The object sought was to increase the gravity
of the water so that the parts of plants might not so readily
adhere to the bottom of the still and become empyreumatic.
Presumably it was also observed in certain instances that an
increased yield of oil resulted. The addition of hydrochloric acid,
however, as recommended by Glauber must be characterized as
going astray.

Even with these assumed improvements, the art of distillation
at the close of the 17. century still rested on the basis of
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